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surdities—the remainder, with- the exception of " Virginie,"
were but partially successful. Lacking discernment in her
adoptions, we shall find Mademoiselle Eachel obstinate and
capricious in her rejections, taking up with passionate enthu-
siasm Monsieur St. Ybar's atrocious " Bosemonde," and sus-
taining a lawsuit rather than keep her word and play Monsieur
Legouv^'s "Medde." In this last inconsistency she gave the
measure of her gratitude and good faith, as well as of her
taste and discrimination.
In the period of her career we are now entering Rachel suf-
fers the first and most severe blow, in her family affections;
she loses Rebecca, her favorite sister. Constantly bent on
satisfying her ruling passion, regardless of alienating the favor
of her best friends, unheeding the ominous signs of an impend-
ing war, she hastens to Russia. On her return she is careful
not to miss adding the attraction of her presence at the The'-
atre Francois to the many others that brought all the world
to Paris during the Exhibition. Her final attempt to add new
treasures to her store was the voyage to America, where she
was taken ill of the disease which threatened to preclude her
ever reappearing on the stage. We will continue to trace, as
heretofore, year by year, her steps through life.
On the 25th of January, under the new-administration of
M. Arsene Houssaye, which she had so indefatigably and un-
scrupulously labored to establish, Mademoiselle Rachel conde-
scended once more to favor the public with her presence. She
appeared in the role of Mademoiselle de Belle-Isle. Her success
in Adrienne Lecouvreur probably induced her to attempt this
character, and in so doing she added another to the list of her
artistic mistakes. No two roles could be more different—-no
two situations more dissimilar. In Adrienne Lecouvreur, the
success of Madame Rachel was rather that of the woman than
that of the actress; in that of Mademoiselle de Belle-Isle it was
neither one nor the other. Tempted by the hope of -uniting
in her own hands the fan of Mademoiselle Mars and the tragic
sceptre, slie assumed a character totally unsuited to her, and
the result was a total failure.
drama of Alexander Dumas, having been adapted to
sfcagey is too well known to require any notice here.

